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HOME BUYING - From Start to Finish 
 

1. GET PRE-QUALIFIED – talk with a Lender 
Don’t start shopping for a house until A) you know that you 
actually qualify for a home loan and B) you know the terms 
of the loan (i.e. type of loan, requirements, etc). 

 

2. FIND A REALTOR – interview a few 
Choose a Realtor that you feel comfortable with.  You want 
someone that will speak at your level whether you’re an experienced Buyer or a First 
Timer.   

 

3. START SHOPPING – the fun part! 
Consider your needs vs wants.  It is rare to find a 100% perfect home that meets your 
exact criteria - so identify what is important to you in a home and what you are willing to 
compromise on.  Size of lot? Age of home? Number of bedrooms and baths? Distance 
from work? School district? Floor plan? Neighborhood? Etc. 

 

4. PLACE AN OFFER – the scary part! 
Your agent will walk you through this part.  Once the offer is submitted to the Listing 
Agent you wait for a response.  The Seller can choose to A) ignore your offer, B) 
Counter your offer with different terms, or C) accept your offer as is. 

 

5. HOME INSPECTION – optional BUT highly recommended 
Once you have an accepted offer, most people opt in for a Home Inspection.  This is not 
required but extremely encouraged as it will identify major concerns of the state of the 
house (if any).  Buyers pay cash, out of pocket for this expense. 

 

6. APPRAISAL – only if you are getting a home loan 
This is a requirement from the entity who is loaning you the money.  It is their form of an 
“inspection” to make sure that the house is actually worth the amount of money they will 
be loaning you.  This is a Buyer’s expense, but can be wrapped into the loan. 

 

7. SIGNING - does NOT mean you own the property yet 
Both the Buyer and Seller separately sign their final documents at the escrow office.  
BEWARE: this is often called “closing” but the home doesn’t transfer ownership during 
this step. 

 
8. GET YOUR KEYS!!! -  

Once the sale records at the County (can take up to 24 business hours from signing) 
you can then get your keys!  Make sure you set up utilities ahead of time.  
Congratulations, you now own a home!   


